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Supreme Court to Hear Arguments 
on Constitutionality of Police Roadblocks
            The Supreme Court has agreed to decide whether it is constitutional for police to set up checkpoints to seek information about a recent crime, then arrest drunk drivers or others for unrelated crimes.
            In prior decisions, the court has held roadblocks to find illegal immigrants (United States v. Martinez-Fuerte, 428 U.S. 543 (1976)) and to look for drunk drivers (Michigan Dep't. of State Police v. Sitz, 496 U.S. 444 (1990)) are legal.  In another case, the court implied that carefully regulated license and registration checks through use of roadblocks may be OK. Delaware v. Prouse, 440 U.S. 648 (1979).  However, the court disapproved of random drug interdiction checkpoints in 2000, holding that law enforcement alone is not a sufficient reason to justify such stops.  City of Indianapolis v. Edmond, 531 U.S. 32, 121 S.Ct. 447 (2000).  The Edmond court distinguished the case from its prior holdings saying, it never authorized a "checkpoint program whose primary purpose was to detect evidence of ordinary criminal wrongdoing." 
            The new case, to be heard during the court's October 2003 term, is an appeal from an Illinois Supreme Court finding unconstitutional the arrest of a drunk driver at a roadblock intended to stop motorists to obtain information about a hit-and-run fatal traffic accident that occurred at the same location and time of day as the accident.      
            The defendant, Robert Lidster, was arrested for drunk driving at the checkpoint.  Police said he nearly struck an officer with his car. He was not involved in the accident police were investigating.  Illinois v. Lidster, Certiorari Granted, 02-1060, (May 5, 2003); People v. Lidster, 2002 WL 31341339 (Ill.)
            While it would seem reasonable for the court to find that the Illinois arrest was an unintended result of a reasonable, lawful checkpoint and the officer had an obligation to take enforcement action when made aware of Lidster's condition, we may get some much needed guidance on the use of roadblocks.  
            We had none last fall when management profiled, speculated and hoped that white snipers were driving a white truck, sending us on a wild Moose chase.    
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