E-Mail From CareFirst - May 27, 2003
From: Kathleen_McAuliffe  CareFirst


1. Last Thursday Governor Robert Ehrlich signed into law so-called reform legislation, affecting CareFirst BCBS operations in a number of ways. 

2. In response to the legislation, the BCBS Association filed suit in Chicago to bar CareFirst from using the BCBS trademark. 

3. In response to the Association suit, the State of Maryland filed suit in Baltimore to stay the Chicago suit. 

4. As of this morning, CareFirst, The BCBS Association in Chicago and the State of Maryland have reached a temporary agreement that allows all CareFirst member benefits to remain unchanged.  Discussions are underway that will allow for the continued use of the Blues trademark.  A lasting solution is expected. 

Bottom Line: CareFirst BCBS benefits and services for your employees remain unchanged.  Basically it is business as usual. National accounts utilizing the BlueCard will continue to receive their care through the BCBS national network of providers. 
