The following collective bargaining timetable is established by law.
 
DATE                                                    ACTION            
November 1, 2003                                   Negotiations Begin  (PLRA §33-80(d))
November 10, 2003                                 Parties Must Select Arbitrator In Event of
                                                                  Subsequent Impasse   (PLRA §33-81(a))
January 20, 2004                                     Negotiations Formally End (Statutory Impasse)
                                                  (PLRA §33-81(b))
January 20 to February 1, 2004            Arbitrator Must Be Available (PLRA §33-81(a))
                                                                  Mediation  Bona Fide Impasse  Arbitration
February 1, 2004                                     Resolution Must Be Completed if Impasse Was Reached
                                                                  (PLRA §33-81(b)) Time limit May Be Waived (§33-80(d))
March 15, 2004                           County Executive Submits Budget to Council. (Charter §303)
                                                 Contract Provisions Requiring Funding or Law
                                                 Changes Submitted to Council With Budget.
April  2004                                               Council Hearings on Operating Budget
                                                                  (No sooner than thin 21 days after receipt of recommended
                                                  budget. - Charter §304.)
April 2004  (approx.)                              Provisions Requiring An Appropriation of
                                                 Funds or Change In Law Go to Council 
                                                 MFP Committee. (Council Procedure.) 
May 1, 2004                               Full Council Must Indicate Intent to Accept or 
                                                 Reject Contract (Straw Vote) (PLRA §33-80(g))
May 10, 2004                              In Event Council Rejects, Results of 
                                                 Subsequent Negotiations or Impasse   
                                                 Procedure forwarded to Council (PLRA §33-80(g))
June 1, 2004                                            Council Must Approve New Budget (Charter §305)
June 30, 2004                                          Prior Contract Expires (PLRA §33-80(e) & CBA)
                                                 Council Must Set Tax Rates to Fund Budget (Charter §305)
July 1, 2004                               New Contract Becomes Effective (PLRA §33-80(e) & CBA)
